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The world of academia is often celebrated for its pioneering pur-
suit of knowledge. Respected for its desire to uncover the truth, scholas-
WLF�HQGHDYRUV�SURYLGH�D�P\VWLI\LQJ�LPDJH�RI�SXULW\��+RZHYHU��D�¿HOG�GULY-
en by human curiosity is inevitably vulnerable to mortal imperfections. 
Wherever pride is perceived to lay at risk, it is expected to witness the 
XQUDYHOLQJ� RI� HYHQ� WKH�PRVW� GLJQL¿HG� FKDUDFWHUV��:KHUHDV�$FKLOOHV� VXI-
fered the fragility of his healing, academia suffers from the fragility of 
scholars with weakened morality. The consequence bears not the fallen 
statue of a Greek hero but the disillusionment of an institution that took a 
similar transcendent façade. While deception has not been absent from 
¿HOGV�RI� VFKRODUVKLS��RQO\� UHFHQWO\�KDV� LWV�RFFXUUHQFH�EHHQ�VHQVDWLRQDO-
L]HG� LQ� WKH�SRSXODU�PHGLD��$� UHFHQW� UHYHODWLRQ�KROGV�+DUYDUG¶V�)UDQFHV-
FD�*LQR�DQG�6WDQIRUG¶V�0DUF�7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH�DV�WKH�OHDGLQJ�¿JXUHKHDGV��

Within the past year, these celebrated academics have faced ac-
cusations that charge them accountable for supervising studies that have 
SXEOLVKHG�IUDXGXOHQW�GDWD��,I�DFFXUDWH��*LQR�DQG�7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH¶V�FRQWULEX-
tions to the study of behavioral psychology and neuroscience, respectively, 
ZRXOG�VLJQLI\�D�GDPQLQJ�IUDFWXUH�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�¿HOGV��$Q\�DVVXPSWLRQ�WR�WKH�
contrary would be naive, as their service inside such prestigious higher ed-
XFDWLRQ�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�ZRXOG�QDWXUDOO\�GHHP�WKHP�LQÀXHQWLDO��$W�WKH�WLPH�
of these accusations, Gino held a teaching position at Harvard Business 
6FKRRO�WR�SROLVK�DOUHDG\�LPSUHVVLYH�UHVXPHV��,Q�FRQWUDVW��7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH�
VDW�DV�6WDQIRUG�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�HOHYHQWK�SUHVLGHQW��&XUUHQWO\��*LQR��³WKH�WHQXUHG�
SURIHVVRU��ZDV�SODFHG�RQ�D�WZR�\HDU��XQSDLG�OHDYH´��&DUWHU���������$OWHUQD-
WLYHO\��7HVVLHU�/HYLJQH�³ZLOO�UHOLQTXLVK�WKH�SUHVLGHQF\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�$XJXVW�
EXW�UHPDLQ�DW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DV�D�WHQXUHG�SURIHVVRU�RI�ELRORJ\´��6DXO���������
Needless to say, like a Shakespearean tragedy, the mighty hath fallen. 

In granting these disgraced professionals the gift of brief biographical 
FRQWH[W��RQH�PXVW�¿UVW�RXWOLQH�WKHLU�ULVH�WR�DFDGHPLF�IDPH��*LQR�JDLQHG�LQ-
ternational recognition for curious revelations on human behavior. The four 
publications that have been called into question hardly mystify the nature 
RI�KHU�VHQVDWLRQDOL]LQJ�¿QGLQJV��>�@�6LJQLQJ�DW�WKH�%HJLQQLQJ�0DNHV�(WKLFV�
6DOLHQW�DQG�'HFUHDVHV�'LVKRQHVW�6HOI�5HSRUWV�LQ�&RPSDULVRQ�WR�6LJQLQJ�DW�
WKH�(QG´��6KX�HW�DO����������>�@�³(YLO�*HQLXV"�+RZ�'LVKRQHVW\�&DQ�/HDG�WR�
*UHDWHU�&UHDWLYLW\´��*LQR�HW�DO����������>�@�³7KH�0RUWDO�9LUWXH�RI�$XWKHQWLFLW\��
+RZ� ,QDXWKHQWLFLW\�3URGXFHV�)HHOLQJV�RI� ,PPRUDOLW\� DQG� ,PSXULW\´� �*LQR�
HW�DO����������DQG�>�@�³:K\�&RQQHFW"�0RUDO�&RQVHTXHQFHV�RI�1HWZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�D�3URPRWLRQ�RU�3UHYHQWLRQ�)RFXV´��*LQR�HW�DO����������,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�
7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH��KLV�DFDGHPLF�DFFODLP�HQWDLOHG�DQ�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RI�KLV�VWX-
dious and professional accomplishments. His educational career saw him 
DWWHQG�0F*LOO�8QLYHUVLW\� �%�6F����2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�DV�D�5KRGHV�6FKRODU�
�%�$���DQG�8QLYHUVLW\�&ROOHJH�/RQGRQ��3K�'����+LV�LQWHUHVWV��VSDQQLQJ�WKH�
¿HOGV�RI�SK\VLFV��SROLWLFV��DQG�SK\VLRORJ\��SUHSDUHG�KLP�IRU�D�YLEUDQW�SUR-
fessional career that would allow him numerous research positions from 
universities interested in his research expertise. Therefore, the question 
remains in identifying what led these accomplished individuals astray.

$FFODLP�UHPDLQV�WKH�VLPSOH�DQVZHU��'HVSLWH�WKH�H\H�FDWFKLQJ�QDWXUH�
RI�WKHLU�ZRUN��KHVLWDQFLHV�LQ�*LQR�DQG�7HVVLHU�/HYLJQH¶V�ZRUN�RQO\�FDPH�WR�
IUXLWLRQ� DIWHU� \HDUV� RI� VSHFXODWLRQ��2QO\�ZKHQ� GRXEWV� SURYHG�ZHOO�ZLWKLQ�
UHDVRQ�GLG�IHOORZ�UHVHDUFKHUV�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKRVH�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��)RU�WKH�+%6�
researcher, this search was pursued by fellow behavioral psychologists, 
³/LHI�1HOVRQ��-RH�6LPPRQV��DQG�8UL�6LPRQVRQ�±�ZKR�XQFRYHUHG�HQRUPRXV�
GLVFUHSDQFLHV�LQ�WKH�GDWD�EDFNLQJ�>WKH@�IRXU�SDSHUV�RQ�KXPDQ�EHKDYLRU�WKDW�
*LQD�FR�DXWKRUHG��$�IRUHQVLF�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�+DUYDUG�IRXQG�
the same discrepancies that the independent researchers did. Harvard has 
VRXJKW�D�UHWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDSHUV´��3LSHU���������)RU�WKH�6WDQIRUG�H[�SUHVL-
GHQW��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\¶V�³SDQHO¶V����SDJH�UHSRUW��EDVHG�RQ�PRUH�WKDQ����LQWHU-
YLHZV�DQG�D�UHYLHZ�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������GRFXPHQWV��FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�PHP-
EHUV�RI�'U��7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH¶V�ODEV�HQJDJHG�LQ�LQDSSURSULDWH�PDQLSXODWLRQ�RI�
UHVHDUFK�GDWD�RU�GH¿FLHQW�VFLHQWL¿F�SUDFWLFHV��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�ÀDZV�

LQ�¿YH�SDSHUV�WKDW�OLVWHU�'U��7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH�DV�WKH�SULQFLSDO�DXWKRU´��6DXO��
������� 7KHUHIRUH�� WKH� RGGV� RI� UHGHPSWLRQ� DSSHDU� ¿HUFHO\� LQ� WKHLU� IDYRU�

,Q�GH¿DQFH�RI�WKLV�IDFW��*LQR�LV�SXUVXLQJ�D�����ODZVXLW�DJDLQVW�KHU�
DFFXVHUV�� ZKLOH� 7HVVLHU�/DYLJQH� DYRLGV� DGPLWWLQJ� ZURQJGRLQJ� GHVSLWH�
UHOLQTXLVKLQJ�KLV�SRVW��*LQD�³WRRN�WR�KHU�/LQNHG,Q«WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�VKH�
was suing Harvard University, Harvard Business School Dean Srikant 
'DWDU��DQG� WKH� WKUHH�DXWKRUV�RI�'DWD�&RODGD�±� WKH�EORJ� WKDW�EURXJKW� WKH�
DOOHJDWLRQV�WR� OLJKW´��%OHL]HIIHU���������'HVSLWH�EHLQJ�IRXQG�RXWULJKW�JXLOW\�
of purposeful wrongdoing, her counterpart has recognized the weight-
ed impact of this allegation. The resigned president has reasoned his 
DEGLFDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� EHOLHI� WKDW� ³6WDQIRUG� µQHHGV� D� SUHVLGHQW� ZKRVH� OHDG-
HUVKLS� LV� QRW� KDPSHUHG¶� E\� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI� SUREOHPV� ZLWK� KLV� UHVHDUFK´�
�5DVPXVVHQ�� �������7KHUHIRUH�� WKH�SUREOHP� LV� QRW� LQ� UHFRJQL]LQJ� IUDXG-
XOHQFH¶V� SUHVHQFH� LQ� UHVHDUFK�� 5HJDUGOHVV� RI� ¿JKWLQJ� WKHLU� LQQRFHQFH��
both researchers appear to understand their implications in academia, 
if true. Rather, the problem lies in the process that has led to this point.

:K\�KDV�WKHLU�LQGLFWPHQW�WDNHQ�VR�ORQJ"�*LYHQ�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�PDO-
practice within academia, it would appear reasonable for greater safeguards 
to exist. Perhaps this is the wrong question. What has stopped safeguards 
IURP�EHLQJ�FUHDWHG"�7KLV� LQVWLWXWLRQDO�SUREOHP�PD\�KDYH�LWV�IXQGDPHQWDO�
practice of trust to blame. This once common practice may now have to be 
UHWKRXJKW��8QWHVWHG�WUXVW�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�IDOVL¿HG�UHVHDUFK�DV�D�
FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�GHFHLW��/HW�WKH�FDVHV�RI�*LQR�DQG�7HVVLHU�/HYLJQH�EH�D�IDLU�
warning to prior inconsistencies and future possibilities of manipulation. The 
VROXWLRQ�ZLOO�SURYH�GLI¿FXOW�EXW�XQGRXEWHGO\�QHFHVVDU\��7KH�IRXQGDWLRQV�PXVW�
be rebuilt as the pedestal that holds academia so high begins to crumble.
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