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BLACK RAP has been sreated in order to satisfy certain needs of the Black
gtudents on campus. It hopes to promcte the creativity of those Black students
<1w have in the past des.red to display their talents (as artists), but who
were reluctant to submi! articles to White-criented publications. We feel that
Black students will be 1ore apt to expresa themselves in a paper that has been
created in order te¢ provi.de a showcase for Black talent. It wll only contain
articles that ere relevait to Blacks oi» campus and the Black community at
large.

BLACK RAFP is primarily for the use of Black artists, howeve:, articles
deemed relevant by the :ditorial staff will be accepted from anyone, All ar-
tio;cs must be signed /nd include box mumber or address; but names will be
withheld upon request., Articles to be considered for publication should be
pét in Box 537 (o/o Gerard Simon at least a week in advance, i.e., by the
Wednesday following late of latest publication),

The opinions einrressed in the individual artioles do not necessarily
refleoct the views of BSBA.

BLACK RAP is f(r you, and it is up to you to make it a svocess. So, get

together and rap "B nck"!

FEDITORIAL STAFF

Ronald Way.e Cock
Gerard M. >imon

Erselle I.tcher
Calvin Geatt
Betty Welter
Charlas '2bb
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DITORIAL
ARE WE REALLY TOGETHER?

In mreat part, only the ediftor write for BLACK RAP. We wirite because we have
numething to say and feelings we wa ' io communicate to Black people, We feel that
Biack people as a whole ought to tal2 advantage of such an avallable medium - Black
orjented and substantiated as such - and exploit it to enlighten other Black broth-
ers and sisters (and Whites, occas;?sna.lly) te thes overriding and inherent deliberat-
ing complexities of the Black-Wh®? plight at this srucial juneture in history. For,
this point in history is like -u a1rending slope where Black men must surmount un-=
determinaf®le znd ever-burden:ug ¢'a:acles and reach that proclaimed "mountaintop®
where all men will, unburde-ed, b« loft to determine their individunal destinies., For,
if we should falter anf fi.ally fii’ in our attempt to reach that mountaintop and ¢
surpans an imaginary demr racy, tien, remewed vigor and hypocirtical reality will
rerco t itself and make s 1its aim eisrnal supression, if not universal genoeide,of
a people who realigze t! ir unequal an’ unbearable position in a world hypocritical -
ly professing idealist o regimes for b:tterment of f#s "unfortunate minorities",
while practicing oppe sunistic schemes for continual supression of 1ts minorities.
It is grim realities such as these and ‘ommuncatimn of these realities that Black
peoples and cclored eoples as a whole rust begin to understand in order to squarely
and powerfully oonf-ont the destructive Texrces that be. And it is this "why" and oth-
ers that necessitat:d anl moved some to «valuate the need for Black people near and
far, large and smr 21, to quantitatively aid qualitatively exsmine and reexamine
themselves for 2 08t powarful solidarity, nderstanding, and confrontatery power for
future encounter. that me, prove to be muci more than any legendery hell and damna-
tion.

And I hc < that T :m not over-empbhasizing the need for inter—communtcabkion a-
mong Black p °plej and even more important. I hope that you are not under-estimating
the need fo sald communication and examinz.ion., For, it is my belief that Black
pecple must work out their differencea and -treiegies before attempting to enter in=
t0 any mea uratle confre .tétion. And be awa.e that I am not suggesting that the oniy
available sedium for dialogue is BLACK RAP, but what Glee is there? The most that
Black pcple on this camjus seem to de in eah other’s company is dance, play cards,
and gos ip! 1 hate to sond like "the White nan%, but dig, let's be honesti If we
could ;:t together and sy to "get relevant' at least sometimes, then that would be
mokt I.p! But presently we don’t have time fur that, or so it seems. So, get toget-
her ad rap through BAJK RAP; or just rap iv each other, and see what becomes of
it, It, don’t becom Like the majority of tie Lake Forest College student body -
apat'stic and alludi.g to great things ~ damdbly just alluding. And whatever you
do, 1ever for a mome:t think that a B.A., N.A., or a Ph.D. will stop a bullet marked
for & nigger! Don‘t je caught up in just liviigl!)

Ronald Wayne Cock




"BLACK POWER"” IDEOLOGICALLY SOUND, BUT WILL THE ECONOMIC PHASE WORK?
Keith S, Cook

(The following is the second part of a serialigation of a paper by Keith Cook.
The first part was printed in the preceeding issue of Black Rap. Footnotesn,
bibliography, and complete text can be requested of Keith Cook, Box 291.)

The whole idea behind the economlc sphere of "Black Powcer' is that the black
community should "pull themselves up by their own bootstiraps'". However, this
feat is conmtingent upon two factors: (1) an effective black business class must
develop, and (2) the Black Re-investmernt Theory must be actively pursued by those
established members of the black bourgnoisie, its future or prospective members,
i.@¢, all that black protoplasm which 11ill find its way through college or some
ml form of educational training beycad high school.

The economic aspectis of "Black Power" call uwpon black people to amass all of
their economic resources and to use tlem as exclusively and productively as possi-
ble within the black community. Thin would lead to self-development or what is
known in economic circles as the tecinique of "pulling one's sslf up by his (their)
own bootstraps"”. In other words, blick people should "buy black™ as the hard core
"Black Power" advocates preach. This means that black people should buy as much as
possible from other black people, deposit their money in black banks, and these
banks in turn would attempt to lerd mainly to black people. These black people in
turn ‘would then be able to provid: more employment for other ¥lack people, especial-
ly those whose economic life is for all practical purposes confinsd or concentrated
in the black community, Suoh "bu; black"™ action is necessary to ksep a maximum a~
mount of investment and capital in the black communiiy: "e.eeceblack commnities
resemble still developing couniries with balance~of-trade pxsblems. Too much
of our [the black commmunities: ; resources flow outward. This trend must be re-
versed; end it can be, We blat.k reople can casi our consumer and investment bal-
lote for our own communities."!0

However, for this to pocur on a meaningful scale, there has to be the creat-
ion of an effective black busiress class. This is indeed tragio because the Hlack
peopile are lacking a real entrpreneurial tradition or heritagé. -Why? Well,
given the racist socio-economic environment that black pecplo must contend with, it
is almost presumptuous to assue that black people could have assumed a
entreprereurial heritage to begin with. Within the sole confines of developing
an effective black business c.ass, the lack of an enirepreneuriil heritage is the
only new large problem to co:tend with, All the residual problems and factors
that contribute to the lack ¢f a black entreprensurial heritage, and consequently
the lack of an effective blank business c¢class, are the same problems that black
people have been facing ever aince the Fmancipation Proclamation - actually, since
black people arrived in the i(G00's. These problems are simply the basic ones:
poverty, lack of resources, rr.cial prejudice, discrimination, poor education,
etc. Besides, let's be realisticd "It is afier all, a classic vision of the
American dreams be your owr boss, hold your head up high, make a lot of money,
swing a lot of weight. It i3 a powerful vision, and a major forceé in the inno-
vative, competitive thrust of the nation. Yet, a black man who tries to follow
this vision runs into the e:me bleak tangles of barriers that confront Negroes
who iry nearly anything elec. nit

The lack of an effeciivc black enireprensurial class can be further explained
by the feet that not only a2 black people a recial minority, but they are an eco=-
nomic mirvority as well, OCeight in the institution of slavery, black people did
not have the opportunity to amass any substantial ameunt (8) of economic resources.
And them, ever since the pust slavery period began, the economic racism and ex-
ploitation that bleck people have ocontimally beean confronted with successfully
created clrcles of poverty within = numercus segments of the hlack community. jeverd
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Cgnsequently, few black pecple have engugh capital or rocl oo t. . i

able them to enter into business, i.e., the blacK msinegouon A, oot (L
under-capitalized., According tc the rules of business ecorcmics; il ono o valviw
capitalized in the begimning, he should not comsiusr plunging anto oy kind of
business adventure. This is because undersapital izaticn means certain failure.
Under-capitalized, the black briinessman usually <in get himself up sufficiently
to secure revolving crétdit, He¢ is then usually Furced frem time to time to skip
some payments tc his suppliers, landlords, etc. ~: a result, he winds up with a
Zaulty oredit ratiry and makes immelf ineligible ior bank losns. Those white
bankers who are willing to bend credit standscds ars more or less "insulted" by
poor bookkeeping practices; fe. black psople are sd:iquately trained in such business
methode that whitea iake for g-anted, even such sl zentals as bookkeeping, and loan
applications which show disordsr, confusion, lack .7 cellaterel, credit history
and supporting fact. (This precludes the Pact ths: the banker mey have already
overlooked the faot that the (ypical black busines an may eftaon have ancther jeb
outside of his buminess and i'at they take very litle if anyihing out of their
business for living expenses.) At this point the isnker would probably be forced
to eliminate any of of the g/und loans that he may ..we made initially. Thus, we
see the fact that the black jan has no entreprenenr.il heritage, lack of treining,
and lack of momey which in tum results in under-cap talization, no revolving
credit, sad a poor credit r.ing.

Since this is the case 10 often, the black busin gsmen can only afford to be-
gin his establikhment in th? ghetto. In such a leocatimn, the bhlack businessman
has had his enterprise subjest to riots if he d4id not 'pito "SOUL BROTHER™ on his
egtablishment soon enough ~ assuming of course that ithe white state troopers,
national guardsmen, and loc:l police will not destroy hi. establishment on general
pringiple, spite, kicks, or what have you during such a ‘isturbance, One merely
adds this to the usual risls that all establishments facc i, the black ghettos:
vandalism, shoplifting, an! the marginal eoccnomlo status ' the $ypical dlack
slum ghetto dwellers: ‘Jurt three weeks afier she had jut opened a brave little
boutique called Somethin' Jifferent in the (rown Heights s .tion of Brooklyn, ex=~
secretary Juskie Williame walked into the shop one morning :» find that burglars
had oleaned out her enti:: stock. ‘The only thing that sav. me", she says; 'was
the fact that my supplier: had been demending cash, and half »f my orders hadn't
been dslivered because . didn't have the mone;'".12 One can .lgs take notice of
the plight of ¥rs. Taylor whe owns a struggling, emall launds and dry-cleaning
ghop in South Oukland, Californias "‘Look', she says fiercel), waving at the

racks of neatly packed clothing, 'that’s where all my oney is. They
bring the clothing in, wut they don’i pick them up because the don't have the
money. 1 got clethes b .re thai’'s been hanging for aight month:, What can I deo?
I can’t blame them. Thy just haven't got the money, "3 In - e end, however,
#he fasctors that have h:en previcusly menticned iate a poor sec1d %o the ultimate
factor whioh intensifi:s the affects of the ozes vrovght out in Lis paper:s It
is_the prejudice of tk/_white world, something which im totally 'mitue to the
black businessman, T .is is in part why blaclk businesses are on:.sa: taxicad
companiea, grocery siires, ®eauty sheps, undertaking parlors, bevbene stands,
struggling mom-end~po;; operations, etc., mouily confined in the  heiices. And
when an ambitious black businegaman tries tco expand his opuratiors o» invade a
- new field ocutside of ‘he traditional ones, he collides head on wiih . power structe
ure that judges him I yardsticks he does not undersiand; ofiers 1im 1ittle help,
and all toc often, peralises him just because he is black. H hat % ouble getting
bank loans; suppliers often gouge him, and if he ozn get insurang: & 2ll, he mey
have %o pay up to thrse times es much as the white businessman ould ray.

There are e fev srganizations that the black husinesemsn ctn 3o (o in an
effort to make hisg nisery less micerablei the Small Businees Adinisisation of g
the government, the Interracial Council for Susiness Oppartnnitybm hsinasgnen's
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Development Corporstion whioh is an all black organization, organizations such as
Operation Breadbasket, etoc., For all praotical pwpeses, however, there just

ceems *0 be a lack of good, sound, fair, effective orpanizations available for

the black businessman, i.e., there are simply net enough programs, resource or -
fund organizations which are presently willing to aid the black businessman in his
gitempts to oircumvent the bias he faces In the business world.
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NOWHERE, HUH?
Calvin Gantt
Where do we go Well this few don't act
from here E: in wvain
nowhere ’ . do they
huh? buh?
We all talk It geeme like they died
a lot B in vain
don’t we E doesn®t it
buh? t -bmh?
4 chosen few These Few are like
take action Haloolm, King
don’t they aren’t thay
huh? huh?

In reference io my last article, I'm mure inat many, if not all of you, pecall
this question being asked: where do we go frem here? My reply to this question went
somrtiing like this: wherever we wanna go! Obvicusly, from the reactions that I have
received from this statement, with the exception of a few peaple, we don't wanna go
anywhere, Te get te the point, just who in the hell are you trying to focl® Anybedy
can talk Blagk rhetoric, and be accepted, but when it comes down to channeling this
talk into some type of action, mow that’s when we find out who is really Black. And
as far as this campus is concerned, I find very few who sot. But why should these
few who do act be forced to do all the work? All of us are supposedly Black, there~
fore we should all be working together, As I look on %he Black students here as a
whole, I become ashamed -~ all of this poteniial anf no action. Ae I said before, I
don't inow who you people are trying to fool, but you ain’t fooling me a damn bit}
You might ask who am I to criticige others. Just bewause I am Chairman of BSBA does-
n't give me any right; but I am not spesking as Chairman, I am speaking as a Black
man, and I'm telling you right now, the few others and myself who are seriously try-
ing to play their role as Black men and women, we gon' get ours. We are not going to
let you others just blow in the wind while we arée accomplishing our goals, but we
are not going %o let you stop wd either. If vou are going to 8it back on ypur asses
and wait for us to get what we all want, thai's your business. I'm not trying to put
the rest of you out of tho picturs, but we can't wait for you to come around; be-
:a\m: walting has neber accomplished anything - and we heve waited entirely too

ongo

Se if you wait arcund and let others do the job that all of us should be doing,
€0 ahenit and walt around. But, don't think that you are fooling anyone, beoaume the
only ones you are Rooling are yourselves. Keep on living in your world of make-be- °
i.i::ex,; ygu”ll receive the glory of avcomplishment, but your glory will be & lie juet
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I AM MY BROTHERS KEEPER
~Phyllis Wyatt

To strive, to strive and strive
and get nothing at all is better than
Tz sit, to sit and sit
and get nothing at all.
To help my brother is an honor,
to shun him is a sin.
I shun my brother,
I shun mysekf,
He is my image.
With my care he will grow like ue.
Not exactly, the light of socieiy will bend the image,
80 it will not loock like me.
The experience is different,
but he will feel & concern lor his brother,
that I gave him and I feej.
Would it be better to siand aside,
so that sione® will br.ek my image to protecting self,
than to act as a shiuld in front of hia?
I would rather die than to ses,
the pieces of a rroken society I have built.

On_Complacency

"Tt's the hinge that squeaks that geis the grease,"
~Dr. Kenneth B. Clark

YEAH,ME TO0O! T'M DAMN

SICK AND TIRED OF THINGS AS

THEY ARE ,BUT WHAT THE HELL
ARE You DOING asovTt 1T pan
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BUT, WHAT DO YOU PEOPLE WANT ANYWAY?
-Ancnymous-

My first task, it seems, is to olearly seot (own the rules. I consider mysell
a confessed liberal. I am 100% in favor of intezretion of the vaces aund giving
the Black man his deserved status in our American soslety. After all, what aré we
if we don't actively hold fast to the professed dcctrines of American values, bu:
a hypooritical mass of liars endanger.ng the survival of mankinds I repeal; 1 am
a devout liberal, willing to (and hav.ng dome sc ' fight Sor the cause of aivil
rights in this country. I was one of the non-colrred marchers in Washington in
1963, one of those who willingly accer*s Blagk frisundships, and unforiunately, one
of those who, with self-guilt, felt grsat remorse after the assasination of Dr,
Martin Luther King, Jx.

But, unffrtunately again, teday I find myeel! at a < wery ceritical peiot
in my life. I find myself standing outside of cwrent hictory and woefully ex-
amining the effects of centuries of enduring work by myself and vthers like ma,
What am I talking about? It's very ole:r. I loo!: at Black people who I have
labored hard to allow the possibility ci’ attend’ g our gocd high schools and
colleges and other institutions of learuing, a:d I weep, 1 look at Bracke who
have baen allowed the priviledge of atiainipg sesitions ir seciely because of
their educatéon and skills, and I weep in desrair and diggust.

Bear with me, please!l It'’s a sin snd & sname that Blacks who we White liber-
als have risked our lives and ocur posit ons for, now exhibiv acticns typ-
ical of street hoodlums. By this I fefer to bhe ourrent wpricings anc excesgive
demands of Black students on our college camy ses. How can these privilaged
Blacks have the audacity to assume the pusiti n of demanling concsssions of ine-
stitutions that they prayed to get into, when, if net for these 7 ibervel collieges,
these Blacks would be anonymous figures in en aploymert and oriwival siatistics?s
How can these Blacks not be satisfied with be rg able to get encvigh ewucation !
get a desent job and live like & man in seoieis? Why musi he deviate from ed-
ucational pursuits and regquest acknowledgement of "Black bissories™, rhai as
far as we know, don't exist? How can he reque:* departments in Afpriccp Studies
which will give no promise for future employms:i: and usefullneas” Hoo san he
demand of these institutions concessions for se cegated this-es and seperate thats”
Ie it not segregation that his very prescernce i liberal instituiions is supposed
to gonfradiot and work to eliminate? Tell me, p case! Why wust you, who we love
g0 dearly and have fought to help you get where on are, why must you begin te
destroy the fruits of our efforta? Why must y: . seek to disrupt and Zlisnate

w - Lweos institutions and people of my kind, tho are trying se aid you?

Flease tell me! I wait, and I hope that you wil ceess your senirary astions,

1 spealk to you not as one speaking out of fear., >ut as one who shared the plight
of your historical agony, and as one whe sincar ly cared for vour well~being,
and mout recently, as ore confused and disguzte . I besecch you to coms o rea-
aonable texms and to return to attewpis of deal.ng reasosnebly and inielles tually
with & sooliety willing to accept you, if only i » would ues the o ght taectioce and,
as you say, 'be cool",

NOT TO SOUND NAIVE, BUT, IS NA.VETL A RARTIY?
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JOURNEY
—-=J3idney Horton

Vagueness
misty
A plodder.
An eerie feeling
of 'boing-
Soul esesccsee
Mind trembles
sscthe brink, up
God,
all ota:mity,
e sweep wind
clouds
crescendo orashi
Darknesas.
A mist,
A tear.

BREAK THE CHAINS!

NEHWS

During the past week there have been disturbances at at least seven more major
colleges and universities aoross the nation, This number includes Duke Uni-
versity in North Carolina, members of the Californie University system, Uni-
versity system, University of Chiocago, Roosevelt University in Tllinois, Uni-

versity of Illimis, Unimsity of Wisconsin at Madison, and City University of

New York.

The national guerd and pdlice were called in at Duke, Wisconsin, and California.
Demands for Black studies were made by Black Student Unions, and were usually
supported by White students.

Buildings were ocoupied at the University of Wisconsin, Univeraity of Chicago,
Duke, and City University of New York.

Studente were auspended at Chicago, Cali formia, and Rooseveli.

Classes were disrupted by studenits at Roosevelt.

The oollege switchboem was tied up by mumerous calls by students at the Uni~-
versity of Illinois,

(The above information was summarigsed from various Chicago area newspapers, whose
contents did not cover all the facts related to- the several incidencea.)
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DISCRIMINATION
TAnonymous

E 1f you discriminate against m.
because 1'm uncovih,
Then I ocan change,
1 can become me erable,

If you disoriminate agairst me
because 1I'm filthy,

Then I can change,
I can becom. clean,

If you discriminate riainst me
bscauss  'm ignorant,
Then I can change,

1 can ~come learned.

But if you diser -:,u.iate againat me

becav:z 1'm the wrong color

Then you can chi 3@,
beoce @ 1'm Black!

L R I O K R I S T R R N G N G A

DISILLUSIONED REVOLUTIONISM

~Jerald Newell
What manner of nonsense is this?
Call us the Great ﬁmtonders!
Pretonding »e are angry. -
Pretending ve are proud.
Shouting militant rhetertc,
Expounding revolutionary philosophies,
Concealing our white aspirations,
Outwardly "loving" our brothers,
Secretly bating ourselves.
Polluted with honkiness,
Engaged in nothingness,
Calling it Blackmeas.
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