BEACK RAP has been created in orxder to satisfy the needs of +the Bla.ck
gtudents on campus. It promotes the crealivity of those Blasck students whe _
have in the past desired .o display their talents (as artists); but who were
reluctant %o submit artici es %o White-orizanted publications., We fesl thatn
Blansk etudents will b8 no e aph to exi:reua .'i‘,.hﬂmaalwes iv & paper that hap
bean created in order to v owvide a sbowoase for Blaok tslent.

14 wiil oniy goautadc vrtlcles that xre relevant 1o 2aoks an saupus
aud tha Hlapk cummuniiy s large.

BLAIE RAF is primar’ v for the ae of Black artiate, however, srticles
deaped reisvant by the ed'ierial staff will be agcepted frow anyone, All are
ticlee must be signed and 'nclude Lo number er address, but names wili be
withneld upts Teguest. Art cles %¢ b considered for publication shouwld be
put in Box 531 (/e Gerard imon at teast a week in advance {i.e., by the
Wednesday following daie of publ:-ation).

The epinions expraesssd ln th3 ind vidual articles 4¢ not necessarily
refleat the views of BSBA,

BLACK RAP is for you, and ‘% is up o you tn meke it a pucceas. So,

get togetner and rap "Black"l,

Editorial Staff
Ronald Hayne Cook
Ferard Simon

Ersalle Datcher
Calvin Gantt
Betty Waizer
Cherles Wabb

Business Manager
Natalie Brannpur




EDYTORIAL

While it has bascome obvious that quite a few pecple have been shocked, nct to
mention flagrantly affrontad, by scme of the terminology employed by a certain con-
tributor to BLACK RAP, I, as one of the editors reaponsible for this publicatlon,
feel no nsed for an apelogy as such., But, in all dune respect for our reading eudi-
enca, 1 would like to state ap explanation of ocur policy regarding such "insulting"
terminelogy. More tban the style and language of a particular woric sent to RLACK
RAF, we find that ihe oontent and charasier of the work is more importsmt., Appiied
10 & pastioular literary piece, this meaps that style and/er language #Hat may pos-
gibly be in posr taste for certain of our reading sudiense, will be overlcooked if
it is found that the conteni and charaecter of this literary piece is fuch that mers
exposure to it might prove to be wery enlightéening. It mey be enlightening in the
sense that it hips the publie to the fast that such (vall it what you like)
language, applied to certain circumsiznoes and situations, is representativs of a
relavant and quits serious wviewpeini which might, becausc of disregard, be naively
agsuned to be non-existent, unrealistie, or uawsrthy of piblic scknowledgement and
respaci. This is, .in effecti, a sophisticated, and yet unrealistic and anti-intel-
lectual attempt ft¢ sublimate cuzr fears of the acgtual existence of this type of view-
poini among those con par with ome intells » ally. In séhm, we welcome and enccurape
axy and all viewpaints from snyone, regardless of their siyle and language. And fur-
ther, we will pript enyihsng we fee! is zomposed suoh that the inteni of the work
is pot overshadowed by exireme snd shsird use of offensive terminolugy, and that
which we feel is sufficisntly relevant for Black people explesming {in any realm)
their lives and those apround tham,

3 Ronald Hayne Cook




Dear Fditor,
1 must agree that I, found much of the materials in BLACK RAP very interesiing

and enlightening, however, I can truthfully state that the little aote (or puem,
whatever i¥ was) by Gerald Newell, which appeared in your last issue, was, un-
fortunately, neither a fine presentation nor an informative type ot creafivity.
His intellectual philosophy about the profound race problem in this ocuntry is
understandable and well-taken. I am positively sure that he tried hard to con-
vey a point of view, which does not necessarily represent many of the Black
students on campus, however, the language he used was inadequate and inapproptiate
for most college educated pecple~blacks or whites.

There was a little wisdom and 2 lot of anger in hie message; and certainly
his use of nonstandard wordas made an unfavorable impression on most of your
readers. It is my considered belief that the rejection of all-white values
might be a etep in finding cne's own bldack identity, however, one must be rational,
and meanwhile, be able to control emotions which elicit bad expressions and a
hostiliiy that knows rc limiis.

The language of Mr., Newell dces not only depreciate the standard of the
emerging paper, which symboligzes the existence and activities of the black
students on this campus, bulr also discourages those siddents who wish "to promote
their crestivity and talents" in more precise, good language. 1 leave ycu with
this last thought, if we deeply believe that "black is beautiful", then that
beauty should first be indicated, not in our physical appearomces, but in our
language and behavier. 1t i1s my hope that the gain purpese of thia paper will be
to help uis develeop gvod language habits for more constructive ideas, Tnank@ to

God, that Gerald tutors nobody bul himself.
Sincerely,
Ali Amalo

To thit Editor,‘m R G i e R e L T

It has come to my ettenticn that a few individuals were eghocked and offended
by the content, and terminclegy in the last issne of BLACK RAP, (see. BLACK RAP,
vole I, no., 2) of a poem oalled “Westernly Christainly™. JThave been cauticned that
the line between poetic license and vulgarity is a very this ome., Consequently, I
feel called on to slarify and justify my use of terms.

First of all, every supposeédly vulgar word in that poem is a word that I

hear and say almost every day. That is to say that words of this sort make up a
(cont. cn p. 6)




T0 SCRATCH THE SKY
Lillian Tynes

The Tuturoe blows across my mind like a cocol breeze.

It causes my soul to tingle and itch in wary anticipation.
1 am young and impetuocus, 1 feel uneasy, unsure.

The feeling bothers me,

And I long to scratch the sky.

I invoke the long, slender fingers of security to find
the itch~-to relieve it.

Soothe the burning with a gentle massage.

Make the tingle cease. Make me old amd wise.

Give me those slim, golden fingers-w

So I may scratch the sky.

WHITE! BLACK!
James J. Johnaon

As empty as it soundgc.c.

As deep as the abyss...

A perfect moideceo

Completely unknown,

NOTHING!

Possitly any and everything.

Nothingd

Good thinge and bad things...maybe

nothing!

Oh, how much society might benefit.

Why doesn't Life give it a chanoe:
i

My blackness will make it's own.

Suggested reading list:
Nobody Knows My Name - James Baldwip
The Negro In Our History - William Foater
Crisis In Black and White - C.E., Silberman
SNCC -~ Howard Zimm

Race, Man's Most Dangercus Myth - Ashley Kontagu

Black on B'ack, 'n Black




THE RIGHT HUMOR

There are a nimber of rumors floating around campus as to the content
of the disturbance on South Campus this past Saturday night. The following
is offered as an ¢xplanation of the faots that we have, in au attempt to set
the record straifat.

About fiftien Black wen from off-campus (Chicago, as far as we know)
came on campus iaet Saturday night looking for some aciion. They came to the
House of Soul and found nothing going on in the lounge, There was a small
gatharing of ytudents in one ¢f the rooms, and about five of the off-campus
fellowa wers 'p to the room. They ieft soon afterward:, and from all indica-
tiona, triy vint down to the basement of Gregory and inte the Delta Chi iounge.

241 of he non-students gathered in the basement where a {'ight was about
to p.eak out detween these non-students and the Delta Chis. The Black studenta
7 om the Hovse f Sédul attempted to break up the fight by separating the two
groups and gett.ng the non-wtudents ocutside. Once cutside, the non-siudents
began ge.ng aft(r any White person they saw. Again, members from the House of
Soul boeke the £ ght up, but not befcre some of the BDlack members of our House
had bsen phpasicaily ettacked. We then decided that tho moast expadient stra-
tegy #ould be to ret the Whi’e people out of sight as quickly as possible.

Thre peliced had buwen otlled at least five times, including a ocall by on of

t.e Black student. of our House, However, by the time a policeman arrived,
the fellows had 1s7t the campus, That is all we know at this phint concerning
the oourse of everis.

However, there is one other point I would like to make. The reason the
non-studente were in Gregory was because they were sent there by some White
students in snother dommitory. When White pecople from off-campus ask what®s
happening, we tell them e don't kmow; we don't send them to MoClure or Nollex.
But, when a Black person akks & White person what's happening, the Blask person
in sent to the Houee of Soul. And there is no logical reason why they shouad
be sent to the House of HSoul. We doen't want a lot of non-students at our
parties just because they are Black, anymcre tha-n the frats wamt a lot of
non-students at their partiae just because they are White.

“We are happy to congratu~
ijff x, f late Sister Jimstta Johnson f o #’#X’
on having become more of < it
her Eina, natural self, |

. e mBm st wom»  Gan o e




BLACK AND PROUD
Dwight Green
Regardless of how much I talk about it, there are few Blacks (and ne
Whites) that I can fully identify with as having the obaracteristics and
qualitise that I would like to possess. I feel that most Blacks who have
"made it™ have at least partially ssold ocut te be acoepted by White America.
That is why 1 was actuslly thrilled when Tommy Smith raised his arm in defiant
protest after winning the 220 in Mexico. That's courage. And that's the kind
of man 1 can readily identify with: Black and proud. 3
He has done more for Black America with black socks and a raised amm
»e& that Leroy Xeyes and O.J. Simpson have done in their entire four years,
He had spokez up forBlack America while hundredd of other alhletes have remained
silent, If Black American is to rise it will do so on the arms and tongues
of Smiths and Alcindors, not on the legs of Keyes and Simpsons,

———

SENSE OF AWARENESS
Cynthia Goodwin
I ses the faces,
All separate and yet conmnected cases.
I hear the voices,
Loud and bold with curses,
I feel the hwrt
And realize tna uuseen worth.
I amell the air
And know that hare iz not rare.
I touch with ay hand,
And with little thought, I know that
NO MAN IS AN ISLAND!
" NOTE BENE
Dr. Morton will heid private sesaions for Black students in Dr. Forgue' office,
Johnson 173 (6-7:130). Appointments beforehand are preferred, bui not neces-
sary. Ses the Doator or’Dra Forgus' secretary to make appointments,
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HEY, LISTEN PEOPLE
Bichard Carison
Some of you black people piss ra off. You more that piss me off—gou
make me hate., I speak not as an afra'd and obsequious white boy who will
bend to your demands if I consider yo: (who piss me off) a threat to my exist-
ence, (Cont. on Pg, 8)

(€octo Grom p,ﬁ'g '
substantial portion of my contemporary varnacular, and that vernacular is

fully consistent with my life style., 'hrough BLACK RAP my primery aim was
to communicate with other students who. I astmme, by virtue of their being
Black, to have life styles somewhat sinilar t¢ my own. To us such words do
not usually have any shock value to sps:ik of. We 2re in one sense Black
symptoms of a White disease. This is oue reas>n why “hite people hate us.
The vitality of our life styles reminds them c¢f how sic. ya a.ro/

Seconitly, and this follows logically, tae poem could \ply shock and
alienate a person who has internaliged certiin Western Christ..,, miRdle class
values, and this is exactly what it shouli o, It seems 21most _i\qjculously
simple to say that if one is to forcef .ily condemn any partioular By of po-
havior, the use of the most forceful ierms available is nct inappwepr. +4,
(Think about it.)

. Begides that, what justifies the use of any term is the idea it seek.
to communicate. The only funotion of language is to communicate ideas and
emotdons. Therefore, if through my use of terms I was able {0 communicate
adequately with ogher Black suudents, my language was indred appropriate.
This is very important., I, and I think many other Black people, am tired of
being asked the same White quesiions by the same White pénple. Therefore, I
contend that the overall theme of my peem, very clearly, .iustifies the use of
any terms to which I choose to resort. To have stated my ddeas differently
would have, in my opinion , detracted from pg poem; to have done so would
have been to create a less effective literary preduction.

Finally, it is of uimost importance for Black pesple is begin to define
thighs for themselves. The divious question is whetller we a: Black people
can claim our right to use any languape not previously given vhe sanction of
the White community. My answer, very simply is, yes, we do. ’erhaps I wil
bs called a literary anarchist because I will continue tc uec a2,y terms I choosme,
I will sey Hells I will say Damn; I will say Honkie; I wiil say J*op Fuckingeup;
no matter how many White people turn red. No matter how rany Honkiag I alienate
or traumatige. :

1 welcome debate and encourage response of any sort.




THE ICEMAN COWETH
To All Blagk Students:

Last week | sent 2 copy of BLACK RAP to a friend of
mine at Hervexx Univerality. This was his resction:

“Man 1 just read an article or two in
BLACK BAP, and I can really dig it,
Jagk] It is in the groove. Can’'t wait
to lay it on the other brothers around
here, Pass along ny congrats to whoewver
is responsible."”

1 hope tha this will enoourage all of the Brothers and
Sisters tc "keep it in the groove."

Singerely,

Tony Peters

A VERY HiP THING-
~ LIBERTY HOUSE; Jackson, Mississippi

Distributera of hand-crafted produeis hy poor peoples from
Nigsissippéi, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, and Alabama, as
well as Xfrica, Mexisco; Guatemala, Canada, and other parts

of the world.
ITENS X g

If interested in seeing the catalogue, contawt Janet MoNair,

Box 454, or call 234~7433.
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Gont. from pg. 67

For :. long time black people, taken collectively, have been suppressed. But
anyone w!0 has ever gone to college, anyone who has walked through Harlem, anyone
who livrs in an all white neighborhood knows about that., Th we without this know-
ledge uhouid receive it before they do anything----those with it have two alteraa.
tives they can do something about it, Robert F. Kennedy was one of thomse people,
or iLy can ignore the situation and attempt to influence other people to do the
szme George Wallace does this. In any case, there will be conflicts of interest.
Thes . conflicte sometimes precipitate violence--—-you've been hit in the head before
and <now it hurts. Does suffering become less painful Ly causing suffering (death-
“Ki 1 the honkey") in someone else?

1f some cat scratches your face, it hurts like hell. You can kick the cat,
tr. if you want to forget the pain on your face, you pinch your arm. While your
f ce bleeds and your arm is being pinched, you have to apply medicine 1o guard a-
¢inst infection. Your medicine has been up to this point, humor. Humor has kept
our mind off your pain and it has made you forget, at least for a while, your
wuffering. Until now! When you were forced to work hard, your bodies ached. You
Jeveloped a remedy :or this ache too—-dancing. wWhen you were cursed Ly your mas-
ters you wanted to hear things different from curses=--music. You've survived be-
cause you forced yourselves to.

Now that you realize that you're alive, you decide to compare your existence
with those of your white surpressors. You've analyzed the scene and found that
shit, "they" havs too much and we nct enough. S50 you heve two alternatives: you
can kick "us" (¢nd I am not a white raciste-—don't forget!) or you can forget us
and alienate by making ue look stupid. If you choose t¢ kick us we'il (ditte) kick
back and maybe ou'll win. No, in light of statistics which reveal the ‘colorad’
majority in the world, you'll really stomp on us. Then you'll be on top of the
world and will be faced with no problems tui those presentea Ly your brotherg and
siaters. Are ;'ou ready, really ready to cope with the Chineese, the Japanese, the
Puerto Hicans? If you choose te make us loek stupid you will accomplish what you
depire, sgquality, or if you really think you deserve ite~esupericrity. In the
process of making fools of us you will become educated in the science of gocfing.
fou wiil undoubtedly have to learn about things which you might consider at the

moment Lo be of second importance; literature, phyeical scieucs, soclology, economy,
atc.

You may now decide, you have to decide, which course to take. Will you bury
ithrough violence only tc be buried later by your Chinese brothers whose technology

is comparable to ours. Or will you eat at knowledge anc understamiing wntil Fer B
&‘Mﬁ R po e

.



-

NEVER OET, SELDOM YET
Ronald Wayne Cook

But I was depressed, and I v 'ote a poem telling them so.

But just the same, nobody —:istened, nobody cared anymore.

So there I reclined in betieen surste of their laughter and their joy

But I was depressed in heax: and soul, unhappy amidet hap hap, emotion's
t

No oneoiared as I sat wit' sad faece, each of them had their own self-~defining

lance

And ng one :arould ever lrok my way, or ever ever care, except by chance.

But that's the way we F.mans act, brother to brother.

Fach philosophically .<pounding on virtues and love, but no time to care
for each other.

We endlessly indulge in labors of mind and aimlessly waste veluable time.

We say how men sho -4 be and how great he is, but counsiderate action
refuscs to sl €.

Two thourand year indelibly mark the cultivation of aesthetics by the
hunan race.

But Zor all the wultivation, the action of passion and love has litile
embrace.

e speak of tlI geodness of man and the love in our hearts.

Yet the goodne.: must be old and stale, and the love hardenec, for all we
get are . ps and charts.

For the goo’-<is and love fails to manifest,

And instees w3 get scienc3s, which we call our best.

We get s -fishness and seli-centered-nese, and we do and say to satisfy our
g B,

While the lovelewus and lone.y await our attention, but never get, only
ET0W 0ld,seccessvescss Erow cold

A-- now, I begin to see a p:cttern in this our human race,

s laugh, joke, sing, and dy, with the final gain calculated for "me",

4ll else is too time gonsuming, too expending, too invelving, useless!....
"you sBee'.

But even I am not so generous to work and care for the other man,

Fo: even I must live my life as best I cane.

"As best I can" is life only for me, righ% hare,

No: enough time for them, out there.

S¢ finally I return to my one-celled ococoon

Krowing I have a lot 0 Q0,«....Hope life dvesn'i end too soon!

B’lt "Thﬁy"...-a-"They" Nwar Get, And Seldom Yet..-..-oo
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have developed apratites and capacities which surpass ours. Assuming both blagk
and white are now traveling la the realm of learuning at the same rate, if you sare
to surpass us, jou will have to increase your rate. This will consume your time,

your epergy; ard your spirit. DIG TP
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What happens to & dream deferred?

Does it dry up

like a reisin in the san?
Or fester like a sore-

Arnd then run?

Does it dtink like rotien meat?
Or crust and sugsr over-
Litke a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
Like a haavy load,

Or does it explode?

~Langston Hughes



